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From Marvin Barney, Pastor

Thereisno question that lifeis moving faster than ever. 2011
isablur in the rearview mirror of life. While technology was
thought to be a time saver, in actuality it has not turned out
that way. Obviously, it providesuswith moreinformation and
we can accessthat information morequickly. But having more
information simply means more is expected from us. After
running so fast and for so long, it is easy to lose our edge.
How can we be efficient and at the same time stay sharp?

Maybe two lumberjacks can give us a hint. The lumberjacks
entered a contest to see which one of them could cut down
moretreesin aday. The younger of thetwo set out with great
fury. He attacked each tree with a vengeance. Boom, boom,
boom!!! Hekept thispaceupfor long hoursat atime. Theolder
of thetwo began to chip away at thetrunk of thetree he began
with. His pace was steady but not frantic. After awhile, he sat
down and took a break. He then continued his methodical
chopping. Thiswas his practice all day.

At theend of theday, thewinner wasobvious. It wasthe ol der
of the two who had clearly cut down more trees. He won in
spite of the frenetic pace of the younger lumberjack. The
younger man could not believe it. He knew he was stronger
and in better shape. So he asked him, “ How could you have cut
down more trees than | did? Every hour you sat down while |
kept cutting. How could you cut down more trees while sitting
so much?” The older man responded, “ When | sat down, |
sharpened my axe. Why didn’t you sharpen yours?” Theyoung
man said, “ | didn’t have time. | was too busy cutting.”

How sharpisyour “axe?” Y oumay work really hard but how
efficient are you? How do you go about “sharpening your
axe?’ | personaly find | can only stay sharp by spending
meaningful time with the Lord on a daily basis. Once | get
away from Him, | become dull. Virtually every day, | read
scripture at a pace that will read through the Bible within a
year. | then spend time in prayer that provides a basis for my
brief prayersthat continue through the day. Jesus cameto our
world so that He can be close to us for all eternity. Eternity
begins now. He has time for me and He has time for you. He
remindsusof Hisprioritiesfor our lives. Heaffirmsusinwho
weare. He gives us hopein the midst of difficulties.

Hear thisword from the Lord: “ Direct mein the path of your
commands, for there | find delight. Turn my heart toward
your statutes and not toward selfish gain. Turn my eyes
away from worthless things; preserve my life according to
your Word” - Psalm 119:35-37. It isthe Word of the Lord in
the Biblethat givesusvital instruction for living daily. Itisin
the Bible that we find “delight.” Commit to building a
deepening relationship with Jesusin 2012. Need some ideas?
Givemeacall or sendmeane-mail. | wouldlovetohelpyouin
this area of your life. You are wonderful people and | love
being your pastor. | pray God will surround you with His
Presence.

From Cheri Smith, Associate Director
Children’s and Youth Ministries

It's hard to believe this winter is flying by as there are many
activities through the church to keep us busy and active
during the cold days. Thisisby far one of the best winters!’ve
enjoyed despite what is going on with the weather outdoors.
Wednesday night Pioneer Clubsaregrowing in numberswith
new students each week. My focus is not on the number that
show up but | rejoice that the Word is getting out in the
community about us and that brings us one child closer to
hearing the Gospel . Each week they are given the opportunity to
hear how they can have a persona relationship with Christ.

When you step foot in this building, don’t be alarmed by our
appearances!! Even our leaders are caught up in the act. Every
Wednesday has a theme. You might find us in our pajamas,
wearing our clothes backwards, or sporting our school colors.
We will even have an “Unhalloween Halloween Party.” Why
wear your costume only once!

The students will have an opportunity to show their families
the work they have put toward earning their badges. February
15isFamily-BadgeNight. Following the service, wewill have
aCookieReception inthe Outreach Center. If anyoneiswilling
to help supply us with cookies that night, we won't say no!
Please come and give your support to our kids and get just a
small glimpse of what God is doing through this program.

We are very excited to be going for the first time to an All-
Night Retreat sponsored by Camp Burton at Berean Baptist
ChurchinMansfield. It will beagreat timefull of camp games
and activities for our 3 to 5" graders on February 24 and 25.
Savethedate. Thisissomething your kidswon't want to miss.

Our Handsfor Him Drama T eam isdoing awonderful job and
the kids are anxious to show you their first skit. The big debut
will be Wednesday, February 15, and again on Sunday the 19"
A big THANK YOU to al those who baked and bought
goodies at the Bake Sale to support our needs to start up this
program. We couldn’t have done it without your support.

Thekids Worship Sunday Morning Group islearning about
offerings and giving to missions. In January, February, and
March, our collections go to Angela Gianakos as the kids are
learning how their pennies support the ministry she is
involved with. This helps them as they know Angela and that
we can have contact with her.

“But you, O Lord, are a compassionate and gracious God,
dow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness’ - Psalm
86:15. Ask God for patience today and find refuge in the
character of God. Heis compassionate, loving, kind, and slow
to anger. Demonstrate these qualities of God to your children.

Thank you for allowing us to continue to minister to your
children. They really are ablessing to us here at CPC.



CALENDAROFEVENTS - FEBRUARY 5THROUGH 11

DAY HOUR EVENT MEETING PLACE
Sun-5 9:00  Adult Sunday School Class ConferenceRoom
1000  MorningWorship Service Sanctuary
11:30 NEWMEMBERS CLASS Parlor
11:30  YouthDramaTeam TeenRoom
11:30  Grades3-5DramaTeam Children’sOffice
5:30  Faithful Follower sSmall Group Saocial Hall
Mon- 6 1200  SOCLunchandProgram Socia Hall
6:30 FamilySwim Hoalt's,10100leTimeLane
Tue-7 8:.00 PromiseKeegpersMen’sSmall Group WaysideRestaur ant
9:30  Prayer Fellowship ConferenceRoom
1200 RedCrossBlood Drawinguntil 6:00p.m. Outreach Center
7.00 Session Meeting Parlor
Wed -8 1:30  Pastor’sBible Study Room27
5:30 YouthBand Sanctuary
6:30  YouthGroup Sanctuary
6:30  Pioneer Clubs Lower Level
7:45  Chancel Choir Rehearsal Choir Room
Thu-9 9:00 Messenger information dueinthechurch office
1030  LadiesAid Society and Sack L unch Social Hall
7:.00 Boardof DeaconsMeseting Room 26
7:.00 Boardof TrusteesMeeting Room 27
Fri-10 2:00 FridayGirls Venshome, 213 Stewart NW
8:.00 Middle School Overnighter - until 8:00 a.m. Saturday Outreach Center
CALENDAROFEVENTS - FEBRUARY 12THROUGH 18
Sun - 12 9:00 Adult Sunday Schoal ConferenceRoom
1000  MorningWorship Service Sanctuary
11:30  ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING Sanctuary
1230 CONGREGATIONAL SOUPLUNCH Outreach Center
5:30  Faithful FollowersSmall Group Saocial Hall
Mon-13 6:30 Teen TitansBible Study TeenRoom
7:00  Personnel Committee ConferenceRoom
7:00  WorshipCommittee Room27
Tue-14 8:00  PromiseKeepersMen’sSmall Group WaysideRestaur ant
9:00 BreadofLifeSmall Group PaneraBread
9:30  Prayer Fellowship ConferenceRoom
Wed - 15 1:30 Pastor’'sBible Study Room27
5:30 YouthBand Sanctuary
6:30  YouthGroup Sanctuary
6:30  Pioneer Clubs Lower Leve
7:45  Chancel Choir Rehearsal Choir Room
Thu- 16 7:.00 MissonsCommittee Room 27
Fri-17 CHURCH OFFICECLOSED UNTIL 9:00A.M.TUESDAY
Sat - 18 9:00  Church Officer Orientation Room 27

Next Sunday, February 5, is* Souper Bowl Sunday” aswell
as Super Bowl Sunday in the sportsworld! We hope you will
bring somecansof soup with dollar billsrubber-banded or
tied around them to church with you. Thereisatableinthe
Narthex to put them on—also a soup can to put monetary
donations in if you can't bring cans of soup. They will be
takentotheWarren Family Mission to help feed the needy.

SOC (Senior Outreach Citizens) will hold a Covered Dish
L unch and meeting at 12:00 noon on Monday, February 6, in
theSocial Hall. Beverageswill beprovided. Theprogramwill
beby Laurie Cook of the AAA and her topicis* Sharing Tips
on Safe Driving.” All senior citizensare invited to attend.

A Prayer List withthe concernsof our churchfamily onitis
available on the Literature Tablein the lobby where you can
pick one up and pray for those concerns each day.

OnFebruary 22, therewill bean Ash Wednesday Servicefor
adults in the sanctuary at 7:00 p.m. This year, the children
and youth will havetheir own servicein the Outreach Center.
Everyoneisinvited and encouraged to attend.

Missionaries of the Month

Nateand Bethany Johnson arenew to our missionary family.
Bethany isthe granddaughter of Jim and Lynn Faull. They
will be with us during worship on February 19 to share with
us their upcoming ministry in Vienna, Austria. A special
offering will betaken for their ministry that morning
and throughout February.

Unreached PeopleGroup
TheAguarunalndiansof Peru



Inand/or Out of Hospitals
ClevelandClinic -- DuaneFranks
Trumbull Memorial -- VirginiaHuntley
Winifred Sheldon has returned to her home from rehab at
Champion Windsor House.

ThoseintheMilitary
Korea: MattLamer Mississippi: ChrisHatfield
Afghanistan: Michael Scott Hawaii: Michael Smith
Kentucky: Jmmy Leighlll  Florida: BryonMcCausland

Y ear-to-Datel ncome- $22,081
Y ear-to-Date Expenses- $18,322

You will find an envelope with the word Per Capitaonitin
your 2012 Offering Envelope Box. The amount per member
for 2012 is $30 and this money goes to support the work of
Eastminster Presbytery - $20.12, Synod of the Covenant -
$3.25, and General Assembly - $6.63. Please placethat amount
inthe envelopeto pay for each member of your family.

SUNDAY WORSHIP
Marvin Barney, Pastor
9:00a.m. -- Sunday School

10:00a.m. -- Wor ship Service
10:00a.m. -- Children’sProgramming

February 5, 2012

“Dreams Fulfilled”
Genesis 45:1-15

11:30a.m. — New Members' Class- Parlor
February 12, 2012

“What | s Our Destination?”
John 17:1-19

11:30a.m. — Congregational M eeting
12:30p.m. — Congregational Soup Lunch

ThelL adiesAid Society will holditsnext meetingat 10:30a.m.
with asack lunch at 12 noon on Thursday, February 9, inthe
Social Hall. Kim and Robin Cranson, missionarieswith Cru,
will be with the ladies that day to share about their ministry.
Just bring a sack lunch.

On Sunday, February 19, at 6:30 p.m., you are invited to a
showing of the movie “Courageous’ in the Outreach
Center. Rated PG-13, this is a free event for the entire
community! Hot popcornwill beserved. Nursery carewill be
provided for young children.

Keepin Prayer Each Day:
AngelaGianakos, our Missionary toAfrica

We wish to thank our church family for the lovely
anniversary cards you sent. It was so thoughtful of you.
Love, John and Martha Barnhart

The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on
Sunday, February 12, following worshipat 11:30a.m.,inthe
Sanctuary. Reportswill begivenand el ection of officerswill
beheld. A quorum isnecessary for the meetingto beofficial
so all members should plan to attend. Child care will be
provided during the meeting. Thisisan important datein the
life of our church; please mark your calendar and plan to be
here. A catered Soup Lunch will be held in the Outreach
Centerimmediately followingthemeeting. Noreservations
are needed--a donation basket will be on the table to help
defray lunch expenses.

Thosebeing placed in nomination for boardsare:

Elders. 3-year term

Gary Holt Judy Omweg
Charlie Stingel DebbieVanCure
Deacons: 3-year term
Jerry Anderson Jm Durandetta
Joanne Orr Jan Sudol
Youth Deacons. 1-year-term
Alex Atkinson Morgan Oakman

Deaconesses: 3-year term
Andrea Fox Ginger Hardman

Sandy Stevens Nancy Taylor
Trustees: 3-year term
Danny Downing Rob Knowlton
Jim Omweg Bob Sexton
2012 Nominating Committee
2012Elders:
Paul Metzendorf, Chair
2011 Elders:
Connie Sexton Jerry Anderson

Deacon Repr esentative- Mark Minton
TrusteeRepresentative- Kathi Downing

At-LargeMembers
Dave Russell
At-LargeAlternates
Herb Bollenbacher Vern'Yoder

Jerry Wilson

Dick Glass Joyce Vens

Our 2011 Annual Reportswill beavailableon thetablenext
to the elevator in the Reception Areaon Sunday, February 5.
The booklet contains statistical and financial information of
our church from last year. Please take just one Annual
Report for each family—and bringit tothemeetingwith
you sotherewill beenoughtogoaround.

New Church Officer Orientation, for all those Elders,
Deacons, Deaconesses, and Trustees elected at the
Congregational Meeting, will be held from 9:00 am. until
12:00 noon on Saturday, February 18,inRoom 27. All officers
arerequired to have training so please plan to be here. If you
cannot attend that day, let the church office know and there
will beamake-up datefor you.

Y outh Sunday will beonMarch 11. Savethedateand planon
coming to worship as our students lead through music,
prayer, testimonies, and drama. Our Drama Group is
currently workingon*“ TheHealer” whichisabout healingin
our lives that can only be found through Christ Jesus.

A Fund-Raiser Luncheon will follow the Youth Sunday
Service with proceeds going towards Steubenville 2012.
Haystacks are on the menu and it is sure to be a time of
delicious food and wonderful fellowship. No tickets will be
sold—donations will be accepted at the dinner.

OnTuesday, February 7, TheRed CrossBloodmaobilewill be
inthe Outreach Center from 12:00 noon until 6:00 p.m. Blood
donors are aways needed. Please giveif you can.



THE MESSENGER
Champion Presbyterian Church
4997 Mahoning NW
Warren OH 44483

January 31, 2012

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

TimeSensitiveMaterial!
Pleaseddliver by Saturday!

Non-Pr ofit Or ganization
U.S.POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT NO. 134

WARREN OH

are 9:00 am. to 5:00 p.m. weekdays. All visitors are welcome!

The Messenger is published bi-weekly by Champion Presbyterian Church, a congregation of the Presbyterian Church (USA). Sunday
School for all agesisat 9:00 a.m. each week. Wor ship isat 10:00 a.m. Staff includes Rev. Marvin Barney, Pastor; Kelly Adams, Director
of Youth and Children’s Ministries; Cheri Smith, Associate Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries; Marilyn Emery, Administrative
Secretary and Editor of The Messenger; Kathie Trowbridge, Treasurer; Cheryl Knowlton, Facility Manager; Shirley Hofmeister, Director
of Music; Daniel McKinnon, Organist/K eyboardist. The churchislocated at 4997 Mahoning N.W., Warren, Ohio 44483. Telephone number
i15330-847-9614; FAX number is 330-847-9134; e-mail is champres@aol.com. Visit our website at www.championpres.org. Office hours

To our Church Family: A big thank you for all of your
heartfelt prayers, well-wishes, and love towards our family
concerning my Grandma. It is so awesome to know she is
with God how and no longer suffering. Your prayersmean a
lot. Thankyou.  Cheri and Alex Smith

Congratulations to great-grandparents, Bob and Donna
Durst, and grandparents, Darlene and Ed Vasbinder, on
the birth of Wyatt Edward, to Adam and Elizabeth
Vasbinder on January 19. He weighed in at 8 pounds, 1
ounce, and was 19v2 inches long.

AARP TAX-AIDE OFFERS FREE TAX HELP!! This
program is for taxpayers with low and moderate incomes,
with special attention to those age 60 and older. Champion’s
programisheld at Otterbein United Methodist Church, 1128
State Road, each Tuesday, February 7 through April 10, from
9:00a.m. to 12:00 p.m. No appointment isneeded. Pleasetake
all pertinent information, forms, documentation, etc. with
you when you go. For more information, call Geri Smith at
847-6661. Thereisareal need to support thisprogram so that
Champion doesn’t get dropped from the schedule!

We invite you to our monthly Saturday Morning Prayer
Service on February 4 at 8:00 am. in the Parlor. A time of
guided prayer will beled by the Pastor and Elders. Prayer is
our lifeand breath! Join usasweturnto our preciousLordin
praise and petition.

New Member Class: Areyou interested in joining with the
membership of CPC? Our purpose in membership is to be
faithful followers of Jesus Christ. Thisisan exciting journey
of discovering more about our Living God and ourselves.
We will meet in the parlor following worship next
Sunday, February 5. We ook forward to being with you.
Not agood timefor you? Call the church officeto make other
arrangements.

Our 2012 Confirmation Class, for youth in Grade 9 and
above, will beginon Sunday, February 19, and will conclude
withaRetreat March 16-17 at Skyview RanchinMillersburg.
Thiswill includetimewiththe Eldersinstudy, a2-hour team-
building session Saturday morning, and an afternoon of
horseback riding aswe cel ebrate the commitment the classis
making as they become members of the church. On March
18, theConfirmation Classwill gobeforethe Congr egation
and aReception will followintheOutreach Center. Please
call Kelly to confirm your youth will participate in the class
so she can have materias available.

The Church Office will close at 5:00 p.m. on
Thursday, February 16, for thePresidents Day
Holiday Weekend and not reopen until Monday,
February 20.










